
“Reminders of Why We Serve” 
Taken from GSM February 2002 Newsletter  

 Norman, a truck driver, was headed by train to Florida when he 
ran out of money in Richmond.  He was trying to escape all the 
people and triggers that he believed were the reason for his 
problems.  Looking for a place to stay and some work, he headed 
out in search of work to fund the rest of his trip.  Unable to find 
work and in need of lodging, he was directed to Good Samaritan 
Ministries by another agency. 
 After deciding to stick around and hear what the Chaplain had to 
say, Norman accepted Christ as his Savior and decided to enroll 
himself into the rehabilitation program.  Norman has since been 
working to restore the life that he ruined due to drug and alcohol 
abuse.  Norman says he is “thankful for what the Lord has done for 
me” and is grateful for the help he received from the ministry. 
 Norman only has a couple of months remaining and then he plans 
on following whatever path the Lord has for him. 
 
Norman’s story is 15 years old and he and Pastor Mike are still in 
contact.  But Norman is just one of thousands who have come to 
GSM for help, looking for something better for their lives, and a 
way out of the darkness.  That something is actually a someone… 
Jesus Christ!  Our mission is to meet the physical but our utmost 
goal is to share the love of Christ with each and everyone! 

Welcome!  Lighthouse Baptist Church 
Lighthouse Baptist is located in Brookneal, VA.  Pastor Frank Gooch and his 

congregation recently added GSM to their missionaries/ministries they support.  

Pastor Mike preached a revival and homecoming there in June.  He had a 

wonderful time of fellowship with Pastor Frank and his sweet congregation.  We 

are excited to have them as part of the GSM Family! 

Every Day Needs 
BIBLES 

King James Version  

(Large & Regular Print) 

Men’s Hygiene Products  

Soap, Shampoo 

Shaving Cream, Disposable 

Razors, Toothbrushes, 

Toothpaste, Non-alcoholic 

Mouthwash,Underarm Deodorant, 

Foot Powder 

OTC Medicines 

Aspirin, Ibuprofen, Cold/Allergy 

Meds, Antacids 

Clothing 

Underwear (Shorts/T-shirt) / 

Socks / Belts 

Cleaning Supplies 

Laundry Detergent, Dryer Sheets, 

Dish Detergent, Lysol Spray & 

Wipes 

Food Items 

Coffee, Creamer, Sugar, Canned 

Goods, Breakfast Cereals 
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Friends...Summer is a time when things slow down in the GSM office a bit, so we try to 

catch up on projects from our “To Do” lists.  One of my staff recently cleaned out a file 

cabinet and found a stack of newsletters from the early days of GSM.  I thought it would 

be interesting to share a “re-run” with you in this month’s newsletter.  We’ve had a grand 

time walking through the beginning years.  What has been constant in all our newsletters 

is the power of Christ to change lives.  I hope you enjoy this quick visit to the past. 

This message is from May 1993, Volume V, No. 5 



Commonwealth  
Christian 
Academy 

 For those of you who have been supporters 
of GSM for many years, you will remember 
that we opened a private Christian School 21 
years ago.   The school was established to 
provide an affordable Christian education to 
those parents who wanted a safe and caring 
environment for their kids.  
 At its onset, the school was under the 
umbrella of Good Samaritan Ministries.  Eight 
years ago we broke it away from GSM as an 
entity to stand on its own….and it has. 
 We’ve had struggles over the years but the 
school is standing strong as a beacon of light 
for the community and its students.   
 We don’t often mention the school in the 
GSM newsletter mainly because we do not 
want our donors to think that we are dipping 
twice into your pockets...not a bad idea...but not 
our intention.  Through donations and fund 
raisers, CCA meets all its own needs and 
expenses these days and we praise God for this 
blessing. 
 So why mention it now?  We wanted to 
share the great year the kids had.  Six of our 
students competed in local, regional, and 
national competitions this past school year.  
While we were a small group, we held our own.  

At Regionals, CCA was awarded “The 
Christian Character Award for 2017.”  The 
votes for this award came from all the other 
schools participating in the event.   
 In addition, we wanted to ask you pray for 
CCA and to spread the word.   We are an 
Accelerated Christian Education curriculum 
school.  Our tuition is set at $6,000 for the year 
with many scholarships available for those 
needing assistance.   
 Would you help us spread the word?  CCA 
is a safe, fun, and exciting place for children to 
grow in wisdom and strength and most 
important...in Christ! 
 

For more information 804-612-9146 
www.commonwealthchristianacademy.com 

Catching Up... 

 Thank you to all our donors who participated in the 

spring BoD Matching Funds Campaign.  It was another 

successful year.  Thank you to our Board of Directors 

for their hearts for this ministry and their willingness to 

sponsor this campaign.   
 

 We had four men graduate the 12-month program, two 

in June and two in July.  All four men are employed. Two 

are now on staff at Good Samaritan and living with their 

families in our Pilkington Apartments.  The other two 

work for local businesses and rent apartments at our 

Clopton Terrace Apartments.  We are truly proud of 

these men and their accomplishments.  

 

 The Youth Group from Calvary Park Baptist Church in 

Elkins Park, PA was with us for the 28th year.  The kids 

and leaders power washed the fence surrounding our 

Pilkington Apartments, they replaced the wooden fence 

on Hull Street, and the ladies worked at our Thrift Store.  

On Wednesday evening, they presented an amazing 

Youth Choir special.  One of their boys played our pipe 

organ and another played the violin.  It was an awesome 

service and we thank them from the bottom of our 

hearts for their dedication to GSM!   

 

 Pastor Mike and his wife have been traveling to a few of 

our supporting churches.  They have been to Brookneal, 

VA, Meadville, PA, and Vernon, PA.   Pastor Mike would 

love to come and give your church an update.  Call the 

office at 804-231-9995.   

Special Gifts 
 

In Memory and Celebration of 

Joy Williams 

By her parents Clyde & Mary Williams 

 

In Honor of 

Scott & Melissa Brannan 

By Joyce Hall 



Calvary Park Baptist Church, Elkins Park, PA Youth Group 

28 years of service to Good Samaritan Ministries ~ June 2017 
 

Visit our website at www.gsamministries.com to see the projects the kids and leaders completed this year! 
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GSM Executive Staff 
 

Dr. Michael D. McClary, Th.D, Executive Director      

Rev. John P. Konek, Operations Director      

Dr. Reece George, Th.D, Men’s Discipleship Program Director   

Mrs. Nita McClary, Admin & Finance Director   


